
Pinching is a way of shaping clay by pressing and pinching 
out your ball of clay using your thumb and fingers. First, 
roll out a clump of clay and wedge it into a ball.

Next, press your thumb into the centre of the ball.

Begin to pinch out the walls of your clay pot to the 
thickness and size required.

Pinching
1 2

3

Handbuilding Guide to Clay
technique focus

For more inspirational content visit: dryadeducation.com/creative-corner

Smooth out the outside and inside of the clay to give a 
neat finish.
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What you’ll need
  PM570...Air Drying Clay  -  PM025 Plastic Modelling Tool Set  -  PM444 Rolling Guides

   PM445 Rolling Pin  -  DA329 Drawing Board -  PR613...Wood Block Class Packs  -  PM447 Pattern Rolling Set

Coiling

Coiling is shaping clay by rolling out long ‘sausage like’ 
coils, which can then be joined together to form a 
structure. You can add to a pinch pot to give it height and 
add to its shape. First, prepare your coils by rolling out 
long pieces of clay.

Place a coil on the top of your pinch pot around the edge, 
and gently, using your thumb and fingers, blend the first 
coil on the inside and outside of the pot.
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Continue to add coils on top of each other and blend as in 
the previous step. If your coils are not quite long enough, 
use up any small pieces of clay and smooth them 
together.
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Once you are happy with the shape of our pot, ensure you 
have a smooth surface on the inside and outside. 
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Slabbing

A clay slab is a piece of clay rolled or flattened into a 
sheet. They can be made by using a rolling pin or slab 
roller. Wedge a piece of clay and roll out your slab to the 
desired size. You can use rolling guides to help get an even 
thickness.

Cut out a square slab (approx 10 x 10cm), which can then 
be used to make structures such as plates, tiles or pots. 
Impress into your slab using impression stamps or pattern 
rolling pins.
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